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and Managing a Common Dental Issue in Cats

Feline tooth resorption is a common but often misunderstood dental condition that affects
many cats. This progressive and painful disease can have a significant impact on your cat's
quality of life if left untreated. In this blog, we'll explore what feline tooth resorption is, the
symptoms to watch for, the possible causes, and the available treatment options. By
understanding this condition, you can help ensure your cat maintains good oral health.

Understanding Feline Tooth Resorption

Feline tooth resorption, previously known as “tooth cervical lesions” or “feline odontoclastic
resorptive lesions (FORLs),” occurs when the body begins to break down and absorb a tooth'’s
structure. This condition typically affects the premolars and molars but can occur in any tooth.
The resorption process starts at the root’s surface, gradually progressing to the dentin, and
eventually affects the enamel. As the disease advances, the tooth structure may weaken,
leading to fractures and the formation of painful defects filled with granulation tissue. Feline
tooth resorption can cause significant discomfort, affecting your cat's ability to eat and enjoy
daily activities.

Symptoms of Feline Tooth Resorption

Detecting feline tooth resorption can be challenging, especially in its early stages, as cats often
hide their pain. However, there are several signs that may indicate your cat is suffering from
this condition:

1. Difficulty Eating: Your cat may struggle to chew, prefer softer food, or drop food while eating.
2. Excessive Drooling: Increased salivation can signal oral discomfort.
3. Bad Breath: Persistent bad breath may indicate dental issues.

4, Tooth Discoloration or Redness: Look for red or swollen gums around the affected tooth or
a pinkish hue on the tooth itself.

5. Behavioral Changes: Your cat may become irritable, less active, or withdrawn due to pain.

6. Pawing at the Mouth: Cats might paw at their mouth or rub their face against surfaces to
relieve discomfort.
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Causes of Feline Tooth Resorption

The exact cause of feline tooth resorption is not fully understood, but several factors may
contribute to its development:

1. Genetics: Some cats may have a genetic predisposition to tooth resorption.

2. Diet: Diets high in acidic or abrasive foods could contribute to the breakdown of tooth
enamel.

3. Chronic Inflammation: Persistent inflammation in the mouth may play a role in the
development of resorptive lesions.

4. Age: Although it can occur at any age, tooth resorption is more common in older cats.

Diagnosis and Treatment

Diagnosing feline tooth resorption involves a thorough oral examination by a veterinarian,
often supplemented by dental X-rays to assess the extent of the condition. Treatment depends
on the severity and stage of the disease:

1. Monitoring: In early stages, regular check-ups and professional cleanings may help slow the
progression.

2. Extraction: In advanced cases, removing the affected tooth or teeth is often the best
solution to eliminate pain and prevent complications.

3. Pain Management: Your veterinarian may prescribe pain relief medications to keep your cat
comfortable.

4. Dietary Adjustments: Switching to softer food can help reduce discomfort during eating.

Preventive Measures

While it may not always be possible to prevent feline tooth resorption, there are steps you can
take to promote your cat’'s oral health and potentially reduce the risk:

1. Regular Veterinary Check-ups: Routine dental exams can help detect issues early and allow
for timely treatment.

2. At-Home Dental Care: Brushing your cat's teeth regularly and offering dental-friendly treats
can help maintain oral hygiene.

3. Proper Nutrition: Feeding a balanced diet and avoiding overly acidic or abrasive foods can
support dental health.
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Conclusion

Feline tooth resorption is a common and painful condition that requires prompt attention and
care. By understanding the symptoms, causes, and treatment options, you can take proactive
steps to manage your cat’s oral health. Regular veterinary visits, along with diligent at-home
care, can help detect and address dental issues early, allowing your cat to lead a comfortable
and happy life. If you suspect your cat may be experiencing tooth resorption, consult your
veterinarian for a thorough evaluation and appropriate treatment plan.

For more information on cat dental care or to schedule a consultation, visit
animaldentalaz.com. Your cat's oral health is in expert hands at Carefree Dentistry & Oral
Surgery for Animals.

- American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) — Explore more about common dental issues
In cats.

- Carefree Dentistry & Oral Surgery for Animals — Learn more about our comprehensive dental
services for pets.
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