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Tooth Extractions in Cats and 
Dogs A Compassionate Solution
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No one ever expects their pet to need a tooth removed, but sometimes tooth extractions in 
cats and dogs are the kindest, healthiest choice. Modern veterinary dentistry approaches 
extractions thoughtfully, using advanced diagnostics, gentle surgical techniques, and 
meticulous pain control to keep pets comfortable before, during, and after the procedure.

When Are Tooth Extractions in Cats and Dogs 
Recommended?
While the goal is always to preserve healthy teeth, there are situations where extraction is the While the goal is always to preserve healthy teeth, there are situations where extraction is the 
best option:

Advanced Periodontal Disease & Bone Loss
Infection may destroy the supporting structures around a tooth, making extraction the only 
way to eliminate chronic inflammation and pain.

Fractured or Exposed Pulp Teeth
This painful, progressive condition often requires extraction of the affected tooth.

Tooth Resorption in CatsTooth Resorption in Cats
This painful, progressive condition often requires extraction of the affected tooth.

Severe Caries, Dead Teeth, or Necrosis
Once bacteria access the pulp chamber, extraction often offers the cleanest path forward.

Persistent Baby Teeth & Crowding
Removing retained deciduous teeth prevents misalignment and protects adult teeth.

Malocclusions Causing Trauma
Teeth that constantly injure soft tissues may need reshaping or removal to restore comfort.Teeth that constantly injure soft tissues may need reshaping or removal to restore comfort.

Oral Tumors, Cysts, or Stomatitis
Extractions may form part of broader surgical plans in cases of oral masses, or in cats with 
severe stomatitis where extensive removal can drastically improve quality of life.



How to Safely Prepare Pets for Tooth Extractions
Preoperative Evaluation & Diagnostics
A full physical exam and bloodwork assess organ function and anesthetic safety. Advanced 
imaging—such as dental X-rays or cone-beam CT—reveals root disease and jaw anatomy so 
the surgical plan is precise.

Tailored Anesthesia Plans
Pets receive intravenous fluids, and anesthesia is customized to their age, health, and Pets receive intravenous fluids, and anesthesia is customized to their age, health, and 
procedure needs. In many practices, a board-certified anesthesiologist oversees the case.

These practices align with global veterinary dental guidelines, which emphasize that surgical 
extractions must only be done under anesthesia. WSAVA+.

Techniques for Comfortable, Effective Extractions
Rigorous Monitoring & Safety
Continuous monitoring of ECG, blood pressure, oxygenation, CO₂, and body temperature Continuous monitoring of ECG, blood pressure, oxygenation, CO₂, and body temperature 
ensures safety throughout the procedure. American Veterinary Medical Association+1.

Multimodal Pain Control
We employ local nerve blocks plus systemic analgesics (anti-inflammatories, opioids, 
gabapentin if needed) to minimize the need for high-dose anesthesia.

Precision Surgical Methods
•We elevate gum flaps conservatively
Remove only minimal bone when needed
•Section multi-rooted teeth to ease removal
•Use careful force and elevation
•Confirm removal with radiographs
•Close with tension-free, absorbable sutures

The surgical sequence often involves sectioning through the furcation and gently elevating 
root fragments. Dentalaire Products.

Post-extraction, we curette and lavage the socket and smooth any rough bone edges before 
closure.

Recovery & Aftercare After Tooth Extractions in Cats and 
Dogs
First 24–72 Hours
Some sleepiness, drooling, and mild discomfort are normal. Offer soft food and enforce rest.
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Home Care Tips
Avoid hard chews, antlers, and tug toys. Use an e-collar if your pet tends to paw the mouth.

Follow-Up & Healing
A recheck at 7–14 days helps verify healing. Many pets emerge from recovery eating better, 
smelling fresher, and behaving more like themselves.

Preventing Future Dental Issues
After recovery, lifelong care helps prevent recurrence:After recovery, lifelong care helps prevent recurrence:

•Brush daily or use dental wipes
•Choose veterinary dental diets or treats with VOHC approval
•Schedule professional cleanings with radiographs
•Limit hard toys if your pet is prone to fractures

Also, many pet owners find helpful resources and guidance directly on the resources page of 
our website, www.animaldentalaz.com/resources.

Why Modern Extractions Are Not a “Failure”
Choosing tooth extractions in cats and dogs isn’t giving up—it’s protecting your pet from 
ongoing pain, infection, or systemic complications. With modern imaging, anesthesia, and 
surgical techniques, veterinarians can make the procedure as safe and comfortable as possible, 
restoring your pet’s quality of life.

For further reading on veterinary dentistry standards and imaging approaches, consider 
visiting the American Veterinary Dental College, AVDC.org.
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