Certain breeds, such as Bulldogs, Boxers, and Pugs, are more susceptible to malocclusions
due to their brachycephalic (shortened) facial structure. While some malocclusions are purely
cosmetic and do not affect the dog's functionality, others can cause discomfort, difficulty in
eating, and risk of periodontal disease due to overcrowding or misalignment of teeth.
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Orthodontic Appliances: These are devices like braces in humans, designed to apply pressure
and gradually move the teeth into proper alignment. Some examples include inclined planes
and orthodontic buttons with elastic chains. These are custorm-made for each dog, based on
the severity and type of malocclusion, and require regular adjustments.
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Tooth Extraction or Reduction: In certain severe cases where other corrective methods are
not suitable, extraction or reduction {shortening) of the teeth might be necessary. This method
is often used in cases where the malocclusion is causing pain or potential harm to the dog.

While malocclusions are common in dogs, they can often be corrected or managed with the
right veterinary intervention. If you notice any abnormalities in your dog's bite or chewing
habits, it's important to consult with your board-certified veterinary dentist. Early detection
and intervention can significantly improve the prognosis and quality of life for a dog with a
rmalocclusion.
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